

2
“Resurrection; the Hinge of Christianity”      Text – Luke 24:1-12      Readings – Heidelberg Lord’s Day 17; Isaiah 26; Colossians 3:1-17





Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Most of you will know that we were supposed to have had a census this year.  And a census means that every person in every house gets counted and surveyed by the government.  And after every census we are given the figures and results of the surveys.  And it is always surprising to see how many people claim to be Christian.  But when we analyze this, it seems that for many being a Christian means going to church twice a year; Christmas Day and Good Friday.  
For them, this is Kiwi or Western Christianity.  
And so, just like a rugby supporter who does not go to every match but will not miss the grand-final, for them going to church every Sunday would just interrupt a sleep-in opportunity, but Christmas and Good Friday are special and traditional and worth the effort.  
After all, again continuing with that sporting analogy, those two days provide the highlights package of the Christian faith: Jesus’ birth and Jesus’ death.  All of the other stuff in between is just hard work and not really worth the trouble.  

Well, it ought to go without saying that Christians should not pick and choose which services to attend.  
And yet, if we were in a position of having to make a choice; if for some reason, we were only able to attend one service that specifically concentrated on a part of the redeeming work of Jesus Christ, brothers and sisters, that service should not be Christmas Day or Good Friday.  Despite the importance that our culture attaches to those two days, that service should be Easter Sunday.  
After all, Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, “If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised, and if Christ has not been raised … your faith is futile.”  

The Christian faith hinges on the resurrection. 
Oh it certainly needs all the other things Jesus did, but having been born into the world, and having died on the Cross and been buried, still, God’s verdict had yet to be delivered.  Our eternal fate still hung in the balance, as it were.  The angels still looked on, waiting with baited breath, wondering if and how the crisis of History would unravel?  Had the devil won?  Was humanity lost forever?  Was the grave the final word in this cosmic drama?

Now, we know that it was not.  Jesus rose from the grave.  God’s verdict was delivered as Jesus came forth from the tomb signalling His victory over sin and death.  
And it is this that we remember and celebrate today.  
But the significance of the resurrection is such that we are not restricted to celebrating it one day a year.  Unlike in the OT where the day of worship was Saturday, because Jesus rose on Sunday, we worship every Sunday, the Lord’s Day – the Day of Resurrection!   

So let’s see, again, the significance of the resurrection of Jesus as we consider the report of the resurrection and the relief in the resurrection; our two points.

Firstly then, the report of the resurrection.
	Luke tells us that “on the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb.”  
	At our Good Friday service, we noted that Jesus died soon after 3pm on Friday.  And before 6pm, the time that the Jewish Sabbath began, His body was laid in the sealed tomb.  And now, some time around dawn on Sunday morning, the women come and find an empty tomb.  Around 36 hours have passed since He was buried; Friday night, Saturday, and the first part of Sunday – Three days.  
	Now, the Jewish Sabbath ended at 6pm on Saturday.  So the women have had the evening hours of Saturday to buy and prepare the spices, which they will use to do what they did not have the time to do on Friday evening before the Sabbath began.  
	From Luke and John, we know that Joseph and Nicodemus have already wrapped Jesus in linen and spices according to Jewish burial custom.  It’s likely, though, that these men have done a kind of ‘typical male’ version of this.  But now, these devoted women will come and more lovingly and thoroughly anoint Jesus with the burial spices.  
	Less than a week ago, His living body was anointed with expensive perfume by Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus.  But now, these women, who perhaps heard Jesus say at the time Mary anointed Him and was rebuked by Judas Iscariot for doing so, “Leave her alone. It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial,” desire to anoint His dead body with these spices.


	Arriving at the tomb, however, “they found the stone rolled away.”  
	John tells us that one of the women, Mary Magdalene, immediately ran back to Jerusalem to tell Peter.  
	The other women, though, approach the tomb and discover that Jesus’ body is not there.  The tomb is empty!  


	And then we come to a verse that some say is an example of the discrepancies or errors in the Bible.  
	You see, v4 says, “Suddenly, two men in clothes that gleamed like lightening stood beside the.”  
	Matthew, however, says an angel sat on the stone of the tomb and talked to them.  
	Mark says that a young man sat on the right side in the tomb.  
	And John says nothing of this but relates the story of Mary Magdalene’s meeting with two angels.  
	So, do we have a discrepancy?  Is this an error proving the Bible to be a man-made document like any other book?  
	Well, Hebrews 13:12 tells us that angels can appear as human beings.  We read of this often in the OT.  Thus, to describe those you see as either men or angels is not an error but the truth.  
	In addition, if there are two people there and only one talks, is it not perfectly reasonable that only the talkative one is mentioned?  
	Additionally, if someone begins talking in the tomb, seated, but then gets up and continues to talk until he is sitting on the tomb stone, or the other way around, you could describe them as sitting or standing or in the tomb or on the stone.  
	And you could mention what they said at the start or what they said at the end, and again, you would not be mistaken or lying or disagreeing with someone who says differently.  
	Congregation, this is no discrepancy.  
	Ask any group of people to describe an event they have seen and you will get variation in their accounts, even though each of them have seen the same thing and heard the same words.  And this is all that we find here in the Gospel accounts.  
	This is no error in the Bible.  
	Instead, it is a further evidence that the Bible, though inspired by God, is a very human document.  Rather than weaken our confidence in the Bible, these variations ought to strengthen our confidence in the Bible!
	And then, we read the report of the men.  They gently rebuke the women for expecting to find Jesus in the tomb.  And then they remind them of Jesus words in Galilee when He told them that He would die and rise on the third day.  
	Very plainly, and on several occasions, Jesus had told His followers that He must die and then rise on the third day.  But as Mark reports on one such occasion, “They did not understand what He meant and were afraid to ask Him about it.”  


	It’s interesting isn’t it.  His words were perfectly plain.  How could it be that among those who loved Him so much, not one of them really heard Him.  Not one of them, it seems, came to the tomb wondering if what He had said might actually come true.  To them, He was dead.  End of story.  Hopes dashed.  What a tragedy.  
	And yet, Matthew tells us that the Chief Priests and the Pharisees had heard Jesus’ words.  
	The day after Jesus died, they went to Pilate and said, “Sir … we remember that while He was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise again.'  So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day.  Otherwise, His disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people that He has been raised from the dead.  This last deception will be worse than the first.”  
	And Pilate agreed to their request, sealing the tomb and arranging for a couple of beefy bouncers to stand guard.  
	Well, the Pharisees needn’t have bothered.  So blinded were Jesus’ followers, so absorbed, were they, in their loss, that Jesus’ promise was not understood, not remembered, and certainly not being acted on.


	Until now!  For now, as the men remind them of Jesus’ words, Luke tells us, “Then they remembered His words.”  
	Now Jesus’ words came flooding back.  “That’s right,” they likely said to one another, “He did say that He would rise again.  Remember?  When we were in Galilee and Jesus had cast the demon out of the boy that we had not been able to cast out.  He said, “The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.  They will kill Him, and after three days He will rise.  Could it be?  Is it possible?  Well, we have all seen Him die.  And now, look, the tomb is empty.  Maybe it is true.  Maybe Jesus is alive!”


	Now, Matthew then tells us that on the way to the disciples the women met Jesus.  Mark and John tell us about Jesus’ meeting with Mary Magdalene.  But Luke mentions none of that.  All Luke tells us is that these women did what Matthew tells us that Jesus commanded them to do; they went and told the disciples.  
	“But,” says Luke, “they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense.”  
	And isn’t this the way of things between men and women?  Don’t we all know that when women’s emotions run high they can say all sorts of things and get a bit confused and hysterical!  And we men go, “Sure darling.  Yup.  Whatever you say,” all the while thinking that a screw has come loose, again.


	But then there is Peter, good old Peter; impetuous Peter.  John’s Gospel tells us that John accompanied Peter, but Luke tells us only of Peter’s journey to the tomb.  
	Thinks Peter, perhaps, “These women might be a bit unhinged, but I better go and look for myself to see what’s what.  Surely, what they say cannot be true, can it?”  
	But yes, the tomb is empty just as they said.  
	And yes, there are the burial linens just as they said.  
	Amazing, but what does it mean?  Astonishing, but could it really be?


	Now, in just a few hours time, Peter will be back with the disciples, in a locked room, still governed by fear and a lack of faith, when Jesus will appear among them and say, “Peace be with you,” and show them the scars in His hands and side.

In just a few weeks, Peter will stand before a crowd of people from all over the world, no longer fearful and faithless, and say of Jesus, “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.  But God raised Him from the dead, freeing Him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on Him.”
	But for now, Peter just wonders “to himself what had happened.”

And so ends the first part Luke’s report of Jesus’ resurrection.  By the eye-witness testimony of many, eventually numbering more than 500 according to Paul in 1 Corinthians 15, the fact of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead cannot be denied.  The tomb is empty.  Jesus has risen.  Death has not been able to keep Him in its grip.  

It remains, then, for us to consider the relief in His resurrection.  Why is His resurrection the hinge of Christianity?  Well, there are three outworkings of His resurrection that we need to see by way of comfort and challenge.  Firstly, we share in His Perfect Righteousness.

Turn with me in your Bibles to Romans 3.  

	Now, as we come to chapter 3 of Romans, Paul has thus far established that every one is born a guilty sinner; both Jews and non-Jews are worthy only of God’s eternal wrath and condemnation: 3:23, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”   
	And it is so important that we know this, beloved.  As a perfect God, God’s standard for us can only be perfection.  But far from perfection, we are miserable sinners who constantly break His commands. 


	But then from 3:21, Paul proclaims his message of hope.  
	The possibility of getting right with God still remains.  There is a way to escape the fires of hell.  Righteousness; a perfect standing before God, is still possible.  
	But, as it says in v22, it comes, not from within us, but “from God … through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”  
	And then, Paul goes on to explain how this salvation ‘process’ works.  
	V24: We “are justified,” which means made right, made sinless, made perfect, “freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.  God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement.”  


	Only God, then, can make us righteous.  And He does it through Christ.  How?  
	Well, that is what chapter 4 goes on to explain using Abraham as an example.  
	Look at v3, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to Him as righteousness.”  
	Even though he lived 2000 years before Jesus, Abraham put His trust in Jesus.  Abraham, by faith, which itself is a gift of God according to Ephesians 2:8, put his hope in the work of Jesus.  
	And so, according to v22, “This is why it was credited to him as righteousness.”  
	And that word ‘credit’ is a word we recognize from the world of banking and accounts.  
	In Abraham’s spiritual bank account, God made a withdrawal and a deposit.  
	He withdrew, or took out, Abraham’s guilt, putting it on the shoulders of Jesus on the cross, and He deposited, or put in, the righteousness of Jesus’ work.  


	But now note the final words of Romans 4, from v23, to see what part of Jesus’ work is pointed to in this spiritual credit exchange: “The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness-- for us who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.  He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.”  
	Do you see the spiritual credit exchange there?  
	In His death, He took our sins from us and paid for them.  And in His resurrection, His righteousness is credited to us making us justified, perfect, and holy in the sight of God.  
	Jesus’ work of atonement was His work on the cross.  
	But it took Jesus’ resurrection for us to know that the Father was completely satisfied with that work.  
	On the Cross, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  But in the resurrection, the Father weighed up all the evidence and banged the gavel on the bench, saying, “I agree!  It is finished!  It is satisfactory!  It is acceptable in my sight!  I declare those who believe in Jesus Christ innocent of all charges, forgiven, holy, righteous!” 


And so, because Jesus rose from the dead, we believers share in His Perfect Righteousness!
But secondly, we also live in His Present Power.

	Earlier we read from Colossians 3:1: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.”  And Paul then went on to describe the things of death; the things of the earthly nature from v5, before turning to the things that those raised with Christ ought to clothe themselves with from v12.  
	You see, before God brought us to faith in Jesus Christ, we were spiritually dead; we were given over to the lusts of the flesh, selfishness, idolatry, and every other wickedness there is.  
	But that dead nature was crucified on the cross with Jesus, and, as it speaks about in 2:12, was buried with Him in the tomb.  
	Now though, through faith, through our being joined to Christ in everything, through His resurrection, we have been given a resurrection nature.  
	And so, because the resurrected Christ lives in us by the power of the Holy Spirit, we must increasingly ‘rise from the dead,’ as it were.  
	In Christ, we have the power to put sin to death more and more and let God’s will rise more and more.   




	And just note from v3 what that power is, “Your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”  
	The power is not your will, your effort, or your desire.  
	The power is Jesus Christ in you who are hidden with Christ in God.  
	Beloved, godly change, spiritual growth, sanctification will only occur in your life according to the degree that you live in the power of Jesus.  
	If you love Him, if you thank Him for rescuing you from sin and the grave and the fires of hell, if you meet with Him in His Word and in prayer, then you will see your love for your wife or husband grow, or a growth in patience or self-control, or a stronger ability to resist the temptations you struggle with.  
	It is all about living in the present power of fellowship with the resurrected Jesus.  


Lastly though, we share in His Perfect Righteousness and we live in His Present Power.  But we may also trust in His Glorious Promise.

	Brothers and Sisters, young people, and boys and girls, some of us have already buried the bodies of those dearly loved by us.  We have endured the painful bitter experience of committing their earthly remains to the ground.  And if we have not, that time will come.  It cannot be escaped.  
	But the glorious promise of our resurrected Saviour comes to us through the Apostle in 1 Thessalonians 4:13, “Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope.  We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in Him.  According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever.  This is the glorious promise of Jesus.  No wonder Paul ends by saying to believers, “Therefore encourage each other with these words.”


	But Jesus also said, “A time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear His voice and come out-- those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.”  
	If you have not confessed your sins before God and put your faith in the resurrection power of Jesus Christ, you too will rise from the dead, only to be sent to live in the agony of hell for eternity.


	But if you know yourself to be one who shares in Jesus’ perfect righteousness, and who lives in His present power, then you may trust in His glorious Promise: 
	Because He rose from the dead to live and reign in heaven, so too will all those who die in Him.  
	So too will all those who know the forgiveness of sins in Jesus.  
	So too will all those who die looking in faith to Jesus’ resurrection power.


Amen.

